The year 2014 marks the 25th anniversary of the publication of this journal. After some exploratory contacts, that took place in 1988 to create Part G of the Proceedings of the Institution of Mechanical Engineers, the first issue appeared in March 1989. The current Editorial Board decided to celebrate this occasion by publishing a Special Issue in a digital format. As the natural Board representative I have taken two responsibilities: first, to invite Prof. John Hodgkinson, former Editor-in-Chief, who was leading the journal for about 15 years, to elaborate a historical review of this period (you will find his contribution after these paragraphs, in a separate section); and, secondly, to contribute with this Editorial to present it.
The three words that better describe the journal life during this quarter of a century are growth, consolidation and internationalisation. After 25 years of continuous presence in the aerospace research community, the journal has achieved a well-established reputation in the domain, and I must point out that this has been truly challenging since the aerospace domain is markedly pluridisciplinary, covering from basic and applied sciences to leading technologies, frequently in the border to the unknown world. The scientific and technical community is very active, and is accustomed to contributing to and learning from new concepts and innovative knowledge. Needless-to-say, the main role of a journal is to facilitate the dissemination of new knowledge in its various forms: theories, models, criteria, data, etc.
A learned journal cannot survive without the commitment and concurrent participation of a number of actors: the publisher and its staff, Editorial Board, subscribers, reviewers and, most importantly, authors and readers; the first two providing the frame or scenario, the subscribers providing the financial support to keep the journal alive, and the last three playing the most intellectual part in the overall process.
During the last decades we have witnessed strong pressure on academics and researchers, for their professional promotion was frequently linked to the number of papers they authored. This worldwide policy resulted in extra work for the journals, although only in a moderate increase in the number of really relevant papers. Part G also suffered this tremendous push, as can be easily seen in the impressive increase in the number of published papers: 15 in 1989 and 112 in 2012, almost an eightfold increase. The main role of the successive Editorial Boards, along the 25 years we now celebrate, has been to keep and improve the average quality of the accepted papers. We humbly appreciate that our efforts were in the adequate direction, for the impact factor and other quality metrics kept a gradual upward trend in spite of the overflowing submission environment.
As stated earlier, the journal has quickly evolved to keep pace with the submission inflation and the technological changes. Thus, in spite of the publisher and Board efforts, the paper handling process slowed down and it has been necessary to incorporate suitable innovations to avoid frustrating authors, who could see their works published with considerable delay. Thence, all papers appear now first in a digital online version, perfectly identified, ready to be cited by subsequent researchers and, therefore, known to the aerospace community.
The virtual Special Issue includes a number of highly valuable papers, appeared during the journal lifespan. The challenge for selecting papers has been considerable. However, thanks to the active involvement of the Associate Editors and the screening help of the journal's staff, we can now offer the readership a bundle of excellent works published in the Journal of Aerospace Engineering. The list includes various IMechE Prizes, some suggestions by AEs and Editors-in-Chief, as well as the most cited papers. We sincerely hope they will be of interest for the aerospace community and will open and encourage new research in the various areas covered.
The virtual issue can be viewed online on the journal homepage, http://pig.sagepub.com.
